“It was my instinct to defend liberty in poor nations and poor
families; that is, o defend the rights of man as including the
rights of property; especially the property of the poor. I did not
really understand what [ meant by Liberty, until I heard it called
by the new name of Human Dignity.”

—Auftobiography



“The free man owns himself.

He can damage himself with either eating or drinking;
he can ruin himself with gambling.

If he does, he is certainly a damn fool,

and he

he is not
e 1955

—What’s Wrong With the World

“The man of the true religious tradition understands two things:
liberty and obedience.

The first means knowing what you really want.

The second means knowing what you really trust.”

—G. K’s Weekly, August 18, 1933



FR. 1AN BOYD ON
CHESTERTON & FREEDOM

“The two ideas upon which Christian theology was based were the
ideas of Reason and Liberty.” So said Chesterton in

Novembe ambridge

Organize( Heretics.”

He went .1t was a
simple fa hesterton
called it

self a sur Imire and

It] was it-
for whic hesterton
then described the role of freedom in the very Creation of the
World: “In this manner they (Christians) said God might wish to
make the world—if indeed there be a God and a purpose in the
Universe as, the Universe would be relieved to hear, Mr. Shaw ad-
mitted—desiring not so much to control His world as to free it, de-
siring to make his creatures creators in their furn, responsible for
the worlds they cidatdd. Abd1déaddtiaRtb ANoid christian theory,
He was standing aside to-day from the evils of the world, not (as
far as he could make out Mr. Shaw suggested) because He was un-
able to interfere with things bigger than Himself, but as a great
magnanimous King who said, “I have sent my son into the fight,
and he must do His best.”

He was pointing out to them that that was the old Christian theory.



“A child is
He is a fresh free will; . . . He is something that his parents

C VCry §121 and sacrament o1 personail rrecaomi.

have freely chosen tg produce and which they freely agree
to protect . .. He(%”asl%eegf %EO%TS) E@%;[’;Qe@mewenﬁon of
any master or lord . . . People who prefer the mechanical
pleasures, to such a miracle, are jaded and enslaved.
They are preferring the very dregs of life
to the first fountains of life.”



G. K. CHESTERTON
WAS BORN IN LONDON,

ON MAY 29, 1874

“Bowing dogn |, UPPESTHRTON my custom,
before mere authority and the tradition of the elders,

superstitiously swallowing a story I could not test at

the time by experiment or private judgment, I am
firmly of opinion that I was born on the 29. of May,
1974 on Campden Hill, Kensington; and baptized
according to the formularies of the Church of
England in the little church of St. George, opposite the
large Waterworks Tower that dominated that ridge.”

—Autobiography



CHESTERTON &
HIS BROTHER CECIL

“It is reported of me that when I was told

that I possessed a brother, my first
micrminable
then I said.
lways have

audience.”

biography

“ ..ButIdoremember coming,
almost seriously, to the conclusion
that a boy must go to school to study
the characters of his school masters.”

—Aufobiography
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1892-1895
ATTENDS THE SLADE

SCHOOL OF ART, LONDON

“...Ev
delight
pencil a
his sens

develop
and his

G. K. @Hﬂgfﬁﬁlﬂm did not very clearly
distinguished between dreaming

and waking; not only as a mood,
but as a metaphysical doubt,

[ felt as if everything

might be a dream.

It was as if I had myself projected
the universe from within,”
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“Flee at men
since Dr. Johnson and Dean Swift trod the paving stones.
Chesterton is enveloped in an abstraction so mighty that it neu-
tralizes the attention of the passer-by.

His huge figure, enveloped in its cloak and shaded by a slouch

hat, rolls thr(%"gﬁih@ﬁﬁgw %ﬁw fellow beings.

His eyes stare before him in a troubled dream; his lips move,

muttering, composing, arguing . . .



that clouds his brow.”

—Constance Smedley

G. K. CHESTERTQN "% e
November 12, 1909




CHESTERTON'’S FRIENDS

undertook to reply to us about Socialism.”

George Bernard Shaw, Hilaire Belloc and G. K. Chesterton
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outmost humour and luxuriance— about us. The

9

fact can be tested by anyone who cares to look up the
file of this paper and compare the articles. My article

may hav@eﬂgagﬂﬂmm was about

Socialism; Well’s article was all about me. Belloc’s

article may have been harsh or academic, but it was

about Socialism; Shaw’s article was about Belloc.”
— GKC
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G. K. CHESTERTOQN  whom we call

God in a

cerfain unique

franscendental relationship
which we call sonship.



What dc
I believe
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I believe
large nu
dogmas,
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dogma that all men are equs
and that babies should noft be
strangled.

Why do you believe it? R
Because I percei t@ ﬂkgfo gﬂES)TERT ON
logical and workable with

these beliefs and illogical and
unworkable without them.

G. K. Chesterton was received into the Church on July 30, 1922.
When asked why he became a Catholic he replied.
“To get rid of my sins.”



exity, as
might fit
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“The spike of dogma fitted exactly into the hole in the world—it
had evidently been meant to go there—and then the strange thing
began to happen. When once these two parts of the two machines

had come together—all the other parts were repeating that
rectitude, as clock after clock strikes noon. Instinct after instinct
was answered by doctrine after doctrine.”

— Orthodoxy



—I.ast BBCBroadcast, 1936




CHESTERTON
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AFTER & LONG COURTSHIP

CHESTERTON MARRIES
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“I could never . . . tolerate any Utopia which did not leave
to me the liberty for which I chiefly care, the liberty
ake it

to bi

would
o have
wards,
Iments
real, or
hifting
Q o st be
made {o pay, or there is no
poefry in betting . . . if I vow to
be faithful I must be cursed
when I am unfaithful, or there is
no fun in vﬁm@ %@%@E@M of the wildest
romance, results must be real; results must be irrevocable.
Christian marriage is the great example of a real and

irrevocable result.”
—Orthodoxy, (Ch. 7)



G. K. CHESTERTON
CHRONOLOGY

1874

1879

1887

1892-5

1901

1904

1909

1918 Visits Ireland

1919 Visits Palestine

1921 Lecture tour in the United States

1922 July 30—Reception info the Catholic Church
1930 Starts North American tour

1931 EndéNoKh Anddticanthiid TON

1936 June 14 —Death of G. K. Chesterfon, Beaconstield

During his lifetime G. K. Chesterton wrote over one hundred books,
four plays, many poems, works of literary criticism, numerous
biographies, important theological treatises and innumerable
articles for different publications, since after all he regarded
himself primarily as a journalist.
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“Is it possible you do not see that forgiveness, like
every other virtue, stands and fall with free will?

A man who forgives is noble,

but only because he could reproach if he liked.”




“The test of all happiness is gratitude; and I felt grateful
though I hardly knew to whom. . . . We thank people for
birthday presents of cigars and slippers.

Can I thank no one for the birthday present of birth?”
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