
Dear Friends!
We invite all of you to share in living a greater and deeper communion with the work 
of New York Encounter (NYE) throughout the year by subscribing to our newsletter at 
www.newyorkencounter.org and inviting others to do the same.

We are humbly asking you to accompany us in all we do, whether it is preparing exhib-
its, inviting speakers, seeking funds that will sustain our work, introducing others to the 
beauty of this work of Another, or begging Christ that the events, discussions, exhibits, 
performances, and meetings of New York Encounter will bear fruit beyond anything our 
guests and supporters and even we could imagine. So we ask you to please forward 
this message to everyone in your communities and beyond, and subscribe to this 
newsletter. In this way, you will be joining us in a great adventure!
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“Nothing is as mesmerizing as the 
discovery of the real dimensions of 
one’s own ‘I,’ nothing as surprising 
as the discovery of one’s own human 
face.” (L. Giussani)

Save the Date: January 16-18, 2015 
New York Encounter

Metropolitan Pavilion
125 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
(New location!)

The rapid transformation in society and 
culture are pushing many people to ask 
new questions, and to re-examine the 
answers which have long been taken for 
granted. What can science contribute to 
the understanding of who we are? 
How do the new means of communica-
tion shape the perception of ourselves 
in relationship to others? What does 
national identity mean in a globalized 
world economy? How does our sexuality, 
and the way we structure our families, 
affect our sense of self? What is the role 
of religion in forming our individual and 
collective identity?

All these questions express a broad-
er quest to redefine our identity in the 
struggle between our boundless aspi-
rations and our human limits. In such a 
quest, limits or boundaries imposed by 
reality or tradition are frequently viewed 
as impediments and the very idea of 
freedom is pushed to a new level, 
from “doing” to “being” what we want. 
Yet, at the same time, there is often a 
profound nostalgia to live as our authen-
tic self and to belong.

For more information, visit:
www.newyorkencounter.org/theme/2015

President’s Corner
Dear Friends, save the date: January 
16-18, 2015 (God willing!) will be the 
next NYE. With our small attempts, it has 
grown into something bigger than we 
imagined! Let’s do what we can in order 
for it to bear fruit.

NYE is not for intellectuals, but for 
those who have kept alive the desire 
for the most important thing in life: 
the ultimate meaning of EVERYTHING! 
Through an experience of friendship 
guided to its destiny, NYE wants to 
“test everything; retain what is good.”

Back to work now. There’s still time, but 
no reason to waste it. As we have already 
seen, working for NYE is beautiful!

Love,
Riro Maniscalco



Seeking the Human 
Face through Film
One of the proposed events at the 2015 
Encounter will center on Hollywood 
and how the film industry deals with the 
theme of Identity.

To introduce that event and to facilitate 
a more wide ranging discussion on the 
theme of Identity, we have proposed a 
series of films with the title “Seeking the 
Human Face through Film.”

Naturally, we have no claim to exhaust 
the countless number of films centering 
on Identity.  We simply hope that people 
will view some of these suggested films - 
in private or public - as a way of sparking 
conversation on the topic as we prepare 
for New York Encounter.  To this end, we 
have provided a viewing guide with a 
brief introduction to each film and some 
discussion questions to educate viewers 
to become critically attentive to some of 
the issues that the movies raise.

You can download the document from
www.newyorkencounter.org: 
Seeking the Human Face through 
Film–Crossroads Cultural Center’s 
Suggestions for Viewing and 
Discussion by Simonetta d’Italia 
Wiener and Barbara Gagliotti.

NYE 2014
NYE 2014 aimed at tackling the crucial 
role of the person, its irreplaceable value 
and the evidence of being made by 
Another, and in understanding that only 
in the recognition and acceptance of 
this Other can the person be fulfilled and 
create a truly human community.

What is the person? What defines a 
person as such?

The person is neither self-made nor 
self-sufficient. The person is a relation-
ship with Another, because man is made 
for, and yearns to be “one with others.” 
With this awareness, we began our NYE.

Throughout the NYE weekend we delved 
into this question with our esteemed 
guests: Fr. Samir Khalil Samir spoke 
about the hope and future in the Arab 
world. Bernhard Scholz and Prof. Michael 
Naughton explored the question of being 
a fulfilled person in the business world.

Boston’s Cardinal O’Malley and our dear 
friend Msgr. Lorenzo Albacete allowed 
us to glimpse into the humanity of their 
deep and long lasting friendship. 
And with concert from David Horowitz, 
the moving documentary on orchestral 
conductor Ferenc Fricsay’s final perfor-
mance of “The Moldau,” and the exhibit 
of the “Veronica’s Veil” of Manoppello, 
time and time again, NYE was not merely 
words, but a witness and testimony to 
the person in all of its grandeur.

Every year we are fortunate to encounter 
experts, critics, and leaders in science 
and industry, business, education, 
and the Church. This year was no ex-
ception, with the obvious highlight of 
our visit from Cardinal Sean O’Malley of 
Boston. We are always grateful for their 
insights, but we are also moved by their 
generous response and gratitude to our 
invitation. The French philosopher Fab-
rice Hadjadj writes:

“
I want to thank you again for 
having invited me and my wife 
and honored us with your trust 

and friendship. I think your New York 
meeting is of no less importance than 
Rimini’s (International Meeting of 
Friendship Among Peoples), because 
the essential is not in the number, but 
in the value–and the value was there...

Visit www.newyorkencounter.org for 
more information.

Backstage before “That Hidden Companionship: 
Stronger than Loneliness.” Photo by Emily Marsolek.

Msgr. Lorenzo Albacete and Cardinal Sean O’Mal-
ley, Archbishop of Boston before “Go Out, Head for 
the Periphery.” Photo by Jude Severson.

NYE 2014 Videos 
& Resources
Every year our volunteers work hard 
at transcribing, recording, and taking 
pictures at all of the NYE events mak-
ing them available online.  Visit www.
newyorkencounter.org to access our 
events’ videos. Along with the videos, 
full transcripts will soon be available.

Volunteers
Each year, NYE succeeds because of the 
hard work and commitment of our vol-
unteer staff. Our volunteers really are the 
heart and soul of NYE. They get up early, 
go to bed late, and work throughout 
the day to make each event a success. 
What’s even more amazing is why they 
do it! Our friend Rose shares with us:

“
One thing I realized yesterday 
and the day before is that 
volunteering for NYE this year 

has been a time when I really saw 
how work, even if it is tedious or 
exhausting, can be beautiful. The care 
that some of the volunteers for the 
exhibit showed for each little thing 
that they did, for each of the other 
people who were volunteering, and for 
each person who came to the tables 
and the exhibit, was such a beautiful 
sign to me of how work becomes a 
human endeavor, instead of simply 
something mechanical, or something 
we do for the purpose of doing other 
things later, or because we are obliged 
to do it.

Read more testimonies from our volun-
teers about their experience of NYE at 
our website.

New York Encounter 2014 volunteers. Photo by 
Jane Oberman.
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Helping NYE
As you can imagine, hosting an event 
like NYE is a costly and challenging 
endeavor. People who participate often 
write to us asking, “What can we do to 
help make NYE a success?”

Our first response is to ask for their 
prayers and encourage them to “tell 
their friends” about our annual meeting, 
but there are other ways to help as well. 
Some people have listed us as their 
workplace matching donation; others 
have put us in touch with friends or 
businesses that would be interested in 
supporting NYE. A small group of high 
school students in Sacramento, 
California has begun organizing a small 
“yard sale” to benefit NYE.

The value of the support for NYE is not 
found in the “amount” we can raise but 
in the gesture, freely offered, in honor of 
this worthy task.

“
Though I don’t live in New York 
and can’t help prepare NYE, my 
friends and I over the past two 

years have tried to gather funds to 
help support the event. We’ve done 
pizza dough sales, car washes, garage 
sales, concerts, and a dinner. The 
best part of doing these fundraisers 
is that it has made us better friends in 
the process - working together for an 
event; to bring discussion of Christ to 
the center of New York... In addition

Visitors to the exhibit, “The Face of Jesus: From that Gaze, the Human Person” at NYE 2014. 
Photo by Brenda Abdelmesih.

to it all, the enthusiasm for NYE has 
grown here, too, as each year more of 
us go to see this Ideal in action.

There are many ways to help raise funds 
for New York Encounter. Visit
www.newyorkencounter.org/
fundraising or email us at 
fundraising@newyorkencounter.org 
for more information.
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Help NYE with 
Amazon Smile
Amazon Smile is a program which will 
donate 0.5% of a majority of purchases 
made on Amazon to the organization 
of your choice. You can help New York 
Encounter by going to
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-
2155258.
The link will take you to Amazon Smile 
where you can sign into your current 
Amazon account (or you may proceed 
with creating a new account). A window 
should then appear to approve the new 
organization you would like to choose 
for the Amazon Smile support program 
which reads, “Would you like to change 
your charity to NEW YORK ENCOUN-
TER?” Click “Yes, change charity.” 
A text will then appear confirming your 
choice reading, “Now when you shop at 
Amazon Smile, your purchases will sup-
port NEW YORK ENCOUNTER.”  
Once you have chosen New York En-
counter, you can support us by shopping 
on Amazon Smile (it functions no differ-
ently from Amazon). 

Every purchase you 
make will donate 0.5% 
of the cost of the 
purchase to help 
support New York 
Encounter! Thank you!

You shop. 
Amazon gives to
New York Encounter! 

New York Encounter (NYE) is an an-
nual three day public cultural festival in 
the heart of New York City that strives 
to witness to the new life and knowledge 
generated by the faith, following Pope 
Benedict’s claim that “the intelligence of 
faith has to become the intelligence of 
reality.”

NYE aims to discover, affirm, and offer 
to everyone truly human expressions of 
desire for truth, beauty, and justice thus 
becoming a meeting point for people of 
different beliefs, traditions, and cultures 
striving for reciprocal understanding, 
mutual building, and true friendship.

NYE is both a dwelling place and a 
point of departure for men and wom-
en wishing to live fully and promote a 
society of truth and love.

www.newyorkencounter.org


